
Simple operating concepts are gaining in importance
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Multiple buttons, complicated menus and confusing descriptions - the user friendliness of  many 
products leaves a lot to be desired. At the same time fitness for purpose is one of  the deciding factors 
in being able to operate equipment efficiently; and it‘s also a powerful sales argument.

QUOTE OF THE MONTH:
»To have vision means to  
consolidate the efforts of   
people and to engage their  
ability in the long-term with  
a focus on a common goal.  
This gives vision its greater 
s igni f i cance  as  perhaps  
the most important driving 
force of  progress.«

Hans-Olaf  Henkel (*1940),  
German top manager

„Technology has to be tailored to 
the needs and requirements of  the 
customer,“ says Professor Michael 
Burmester, usability expert at the 
College of  Media Studies in Stutt-
gart. This opinion is progressi-
vely gaining acceptance in many 
companies, not least illustrated by 
Apple with its mobile iPhone and 
Microsoft with its Windows Vista 
operating system, both of  which 
are focused on easy, intuitive ope-
rating functions. BRANKAMP 
has flown the flag for conjoining 
high-level technology and really 
easy operating processes for years 
now, and has successfully imple-
mented this concept in numerous 

Experience the joy not the 
trials of technology
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„Production runs smoothly with WIRE FEED AIDE“

Electrical contacts for mobile phones are produced on this Haulick & 
Roos machine, shown here in use at the Stansomatic production plant 
in Denmark.

process monitoring systems; for 
example, the operating system 
on the BRANKAMP System B100 
is modeled on that of  a mobile 

telephone. The different menus 
can be called up as easily as saved 
telephone numbers or sending a 

The year is coming to a close 
and we would like to thank you 
once again for your confidence 
in us and for our successful 
working partnership with you 
over 2008. BRANKAMP would 
like to wish you and your 
family a Happy and Peaceful 
Christmas.

Reliable Manufacturing

Process Monitoring specialists 
from Erkrath have combined 
two tried and tested compon-
ents on the CMS GT system: the 
collision monitoring system 
CMS and the robust GT termi-
nals. The CMS system protects 
both machine and tool from 
costly crashes. Its sensitive 
sensors respond to the smallest 
of  changes and send a signal to 
stop the machine in the event 
of  a collision. The GT termi-
nal can withstand rough daily 
production and maintains an 

overview of  production with its 
large, clearly arranged touchs-
creen. In order to exploit the full 
potential of  process monitoring, 
there is also the option of  net-
working production. Data from 
all networked machines can be 
saved and accessed on a central 
computer using BRANKAMP 
FactoryNet. In combination 
with modern online communi-
cation this system facilitates 
transparent, quicker and more 
cost effective production pro-
cesses.

CMS GT

Speed is of  the essence when a machine crashes. The faster the 
machine stops, the lower the amount of  damage to the machi-
ne. The tried and tested system combination BRANKAMP CMS 
GT issues a stop signal after just 0.002 seconds.



Material consumption, manufactured piece numbers or interruptions and run-
times of  machines - Heinz Wagner is the ideal contact partner when dealing 
with technical production data. The 56-year old IT specialist is responsible for 
the production data acquisition department at BRANKAMP.

„My job is many-sided,“ says Heinz 
Wagner. „Alternating between an 
office job and field service at the 
customer‘s premises makes it inte-
resting.“ Wagner has been working 
in software development at BRAN-
KAMP since 1985. Today he is a 
qualified industrial administra-
tor in charge of  looking after pro-
duction data acquisition. This not 
only entails project development 
but also customer care. „I take 
care of  installing and servicing 
our systems at the customer‘s and 

of  course I also train workers in 
how best to handle the innovative 
BRANKAMP technology.“ A father 
of  two, he also plays sport in his 
spare time; he not only plays 
tennis at his local association 
of  SV Rot-Weiss Elfgen, he is 
also active as a steward. And 
Wagner especially looks 
forward to long ski trips in 
the Kärntner Mountains 
when they head back to 
his wife‘s home country 
of  Austria.

gy was only able to really make its 
mark following the Second World 
War. Modern, waterproof  electric 
razors partially use integrated 
emulsions and can also be used 
with shaving foam. The quality 
of  electric razors depends on opti-
mum machining of  the shaving 
blades. The face and neck are after 
all very sensitive areas. Renowned 
manufacturers therefore rely on 
Process Monitoring Systems from 
BRANKAMP for manufacturing 
their shaving blades.

Portrait

Monitored by BRANKAMP

Every morning, millions of  men have to tackle their facial stubble. However, the type of  shave 
can differ greatly; according to a study by Wilkinson, 49 percent prefer an electric razor whereas 
40 percent go for a wet shave, and only five percent use both types of  hair removal.

Wanted: a thorough shave
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Keeping track of data

Shaving as such has a long tra-
dition. Cave paintings show that 
25,000 years ago people were alrea-
dy scraping away their hair using 
sharpened stones and shells. The 
first manual electric shaver is 
however a recent invention. In 1931 
the company of  Remington offered 
the first electric razor in the USA. 
The shaving blades of  the oscilla-
ting or rotating shaver lie protec-
ted behind a shaving foil on this 
so-called safety razor. However, 
this relatively expensive technolo-

text message on your own mobi-
le phone. Other examples of  the 
pioneering role played by BRAN-
KAMP are the innovative one-but-
ton operation and the new alarm 
module. The latter is just one 
example of  the so-called „initiati-
ve philosophy“ that underlies so 
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Comprehensive solutions from one source
many BRANKAMP products. This 
means that systems report on a 
display or even by text message or 
e-mail when something isn‘t right. 
Consequently a worker can easily 
and professionally operate seve-
ral machines at the same time. 
One of  the latest developments 

originating from this school of  
thought is for example the „opti-
mizer button“. „We have a close 
relationship to our customers 
and therefore know exactly what 
they want,“ says BRANKAMP 
managing director Hans-Peter 
Schneider.

IMRPINT

The German economy in 2008 
continued to grow in spite of  
the high energy and raw materi-
als prices and the property and 
financial crises. Experts predict 
a growth of  nearly four percent 
in particular for industrial pro-
duction. Only Switzerland and 
Ireland experienced an even 
greater rate of  growth in indu-
strial production with 5.3 and 4.3 
percent respectively. Forecasts 
since the end of  2007 have been 
raised for all three countries.

FIGURES OF THE MONTH: 
The predicted growth in  
industrial production for 
2008 in percent.
Switzerland	 5.3 %

Ireland	 4.3 %

Germany	 3.9 %

Austria	 3.5 %

Finland	 2.9 %
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Source: The Canmaker




